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Courtesy Oriental Missionary Standard—Shanghai 


SOWING THE SEED IN NORTH CHINA 


The Living Book in a Warring World 


London Bible House Damaged by Bombs 


OLLOWING his letter received on Oc- 
Pic: 8 quoted in full in the November 

Bible Society Record, Secretary Wilkin- 
son of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
writes Secretary North under date of October 2 
as follows: 


Since writing to you last, the Bible House has 
suffered the results of two bombs bursting in its near 
neighborhood. The first hit the office of a famous 
newspaper not very far from us, and the resulting 
explosion blew in most of our windows—a notable 
exception being the Tyndale memorial window in the 
library. We had not finished boarding up the vacan- 
cies when another bomb fell in the road almost op- 
posite our door, and away the boardings went. The 
result is that we are put on a course of fresh air! 
Nevertheless, we are able to carry on our work almost 
normally. No one has been injured, and all are in 
good heart. 

The railway communications have improved very 
considerably in the last week; but we never know 
from day to day how they may be affected. It is 
astonishing how little damage has been done to them, 
and how well the transport authorities have met the 
difficulties. 

So far as Sevenoaks [the suburb where Mr. Wilkin- 
son lives—Ed.] is concerned, we get with others our 
share of bombing. Parts of a German bomber have 
fallen in our garden, and we have had to supress the 
activity of an incendiary bomb on Saturday night. 
A certain amount of damage to property has been 
caused, and the school to which my girl went has 
suffered pretty severely; but there has been wonder- 
fully little loss of life. Everybody remains cheerful. 
In fact, life here reminds you of an ant heap which 
has been disturbed by a clumsy foot. Everyone gets 
to work again immediately to repair the damage as 
though nothing had happened. 


More Tons of Chinese Scriptures | 


The struggle to supply Bible-hungry China 
with the Word of God continues. Secretary 
Lacy writes under date of August 31: 


We thought we were getting off another shipment 
of books for West China via Haiphong this week, 
but, a few hours before the ship sailed, all sailings to 
Haiphong were canceled. We are rejoicing, however, 
that approximately five tons of Scriptures have just 
been delivered in western Hunan; so we shall be 
able to meet some of the demand from that field, which 
has long been very inaccessible. 


Increased Circulation in Troubled Areas 


Difficulties are mounting in the conduct of 
Christian work in Japan. The reports, however, 


of Scripture distribution there for the first half 
year of the united work under the Japan Bible 
Society are heartening. The total circulation 
in this period was 13,243 Bibles, 44,148 Testa- 
ments, and 454,107 Portions; a total of 511,498. 
This is a genuine increase over that of the simi- 
lar period last year. 

In spite of troublous conditions in all the 
Bible lands, the report of circulation in Syria 
for the first five months of this year exceeded 
that of the first six months of 1939. Everywhere 
men are searching for the answer to life’s ques- 
tions. Everywhere they find it in the book that 
speaks for God in every language. 


“Of Course She Can” 


The beautiful accompanying picture was sent 
us, with her subscription to the Bible Society 
Record, by Miss Lydia Becklund of the Be- 
thesda Hospital, St. Paul, Minnesota, operated 


by the Board of Christian Service of the Minne- 
sota Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Augustana Synod. She writes: 

Could I secure copies of Luke at a reasonable price? 
Also the Psalms? I should like to place copies of the 
Scripture in the hands of each member of our house- 
hold of forty, to be used at our “family” devotions. 
It isn’t convenient or practical to carry our large 


Bibles from their bedrooms on the second floor to 
our dining room on the first. 


A Letter of Gratitude 


The October Bible Society Record carried a 
(Turn to page 164) 
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Toward a Bible-conscious America 


ITH the election over and the wars 

\ \ still going on, most thoughtful Amer- 

icans, whether their candidate was 
elected President or not, are bewildered by 
pressing questions. Will the United States 
give England all the help she needs? Will 
Britain fall? How secure is our country from 
foreign invasion? from fifth column intrigue? 
from loss of foreign markets? from dictator- 
ship? from lower standards of living? 

There appear to be some real grounds for 
these worries. What constructive measures are 
being taken to meet them? Many, of course. 
The nation’s whole educational system was 
designed to attain peace, prosperity, and se- 
curity. The Army and the Navy, never, except 
in times of threat from abroad, considered by 
Americans as more than the nation’s police 
force, are maintained to the same end. These, 
and a thousand derivative movements which 
make the United States of America the most 
progressive land of promise on earth, point to- 
ward security. 

Where did it all begin—this American way 
of life? America began in the cabin of the 
Mayflower, three hundred and twenty years 
ago, on that bleak day off the coast of Cape Cod 
when a little group of men undertook, without 
any charter from an earthly ruler, to found a 
state directly after the teachings of the Bible. 
When they landed a few days later, they organ- 
ized their common life around three institutions 
—the home, the church, and the school. The 
cornerstone of each of these establishments was 
the Bible. It was from the Bible that they drew 
their conceptions of personal freedom, juris- 
prudence, education, and statecraft. From the 
landing of the Pilgrims till the Revolutionary 
War, our colonial forbears knew the Bible 
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better than any other book. School children 
were steeped in its precepts. Education was 
guided by its formulas. Of the ten institutions 
of higher learning founded before the Revolu- 
tion and still in existence, nine of them were 
established for the training of Christian minis- 
ters, and the other grew out of a school founded 
by George Whitfield, the great Bible evangelist. 
This was the rock upon which our nation found 
its early security. This is the source to which 
can be traced all that makes for peace and 
promise today. 

Yet, in America today the Bible has taken a 
place of secondary importance. When, a few 
months ago, announcement was made of Albert 
Boni’s “microprint,’ which Will Durant says 
is “the greatest advance in printing since 
Gutenberg,” no mention was made of producing 
the Bible in this new form, whereas the print- 
ing of the Bible was a matter of first concern 
in Gutenberg’s day. 

To heighten her sense of security, there is 
nothing which America could do today equal 
to a nation-wide return to the Bible. Universal 
Bible Sunday, December 8, offers an open door 
to the making of America Bible conscious. In 
thousands of churches, the sermons will com- 
mend a return to the reading of the Scriptures. 
In some, the entire life of Christ will be read 
in three-hour services. In others, movements 
for the distribution of the Scriptures to those 
who do not have them will be launched. Some 
newspapers will carry a chapter of the Bible 
as a feature for the day. The radio will be 
vibrant with the theme, over the networks and 
in local broadcasts. Commercial sponsors will 
commend the day to their millions of listeners. 
For one day, America will be made aware of 
the book upon which her way of life was built. 
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As never before Universal Bible Sunday will 
open the door. How shall it be kept open? 
Readers of the Bible Society Record have a 
great responsibility in answering this important 
question—How shall we make America Bible 
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conscious again? How shall we so create this 
consciousness that it will endure? 

Why not write the Secretaries your plan for 
bringing America again to the Rock of our 
Republic? 
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Bombs do not stop the printing of Bibles in England. Here is the story of 
the Bulu Bible, printed near London this summer, that will be read under 
brown thatched roofs of native-built churches in the green forests of Africa 


By Margaret T. Hills 


on its back has just reached the Bible 

House from London—“God’s Word” in 
Bulu, the one hundred and eighty-third lan- 
guage in which the whole Bible has been 
printed. Although typesetting for this Bible 
began early in 1938, much of the work has been 
done during the war period, and the books were 
actually printed and bound in August and Sep- 
tember of this year—an illustration of the 
courageous way in which England goes about 
her normal pursuits in the midst of terror and 
confusion. 

Back of this dramatic appearance of the 
printed Book is an equally interesting story of 
more than forty years of another kind of 
struggle, in the Cameroon in West Africa. 
Early in the last decade of the nineteenth cen- 
tury the Reverend A. C. Good first went among 
these people to learn their language. With his 
knowledge of related languages known as 
Benga and Mpongwe, he began asking the Bulu 
word for God. From that he went on until he 
had learned the language well enough to trans- 
late the four Gospels, which the American Bible 
Society published in 
1896, two years after 
Dr. Good’s death. Re- 
printings and revi- 
sions followed, until 
Dr. Melvin Fraser 
completed the New 
Testament, which was 
published in 1926. 
Meanwhile the Rever- 
end A. I. Good, D.D., 
son of the original 
translator, was devot- 


‘ BOOK with Kalate Zambe stamped in gold 


Dr. A. I. Good at work with his helper 


ing his life to the 600,000 Bulus, and was work- 
ing on a translation of the Old Testament. 
While some of this was accomplished by other 
missionaries, particularly Dr. W. C. Johnston, 
Dr. Good had final responsibility for all but the 
books of Ruth, Esther, Psalms, Joel, and Jonah. 
In 1937 Dr. and Mrs. E. Coe Love were en- 
trusted with a huge package of typed pages to 


deliver to the Bible House—the manuscript of 


the completed Old Testament. 


Dr. Good has written for the Society a splen- | 
did paper on the problems encountered by a. 


translator of the Old Testament into the lan- | 


guage of so primitive a folk as the Bulus. We 
regret that space permits only some extracts 
from it. 

In the first place Dr. Good realized that there 
was a question as to the possibility of trans- 
lating “the wide vocabulary and profound con- 
cepts of a civilized language into the limited 
range of words and ideas of primitive man.” 
But, on the basis of his twenty-eight years of 
familiarity with the language and of his having 
attempted such a task, he feels that it can be 
done. Taking into account the families of verbs 
that can be made up 
from nouns, and the 
large number of de- 
scriptive and onomat- 
opoetic words in daily 


Bulu vocabulary will 
eventually be found 
to contain at least 
20,000 words, and 
adds, “One can ex- 


use, he feels that the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


press a good many. 
ideas and shades of. 
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meaning with 20,000 words.” It is interesting 
to note here that the English Bible uses only 
about 6,000 words. 

One of the difficulties in a language like the 
Bulu is a lack of abstract terms. The native has 
plenty of verbs,—there are ten different kinds 
of seeing, and forty words for sin,—but no word 
for such an uncommon and abstract idea as 
truth. A phrase has to do duty for our single 
word in that case. “But lying is concrete, and 
of everyday occurrence, so there are two words 
for it, and half a dozen more for other forms of 
deceit. A word for holiness or holy is com- 
pletely lacking; for no native mind has attained 
to that degree of righteousness. Righteousness 
is simply straightness, whether of road or heart, 
with its opposite, crookedness, with a similar 
use either physical or moral.” 

Specific words also raise difficulties, such 
things as snow, ice, various birds, plants, occupa- 
tions, colors being not known in the Cameroon. 


’ 


“However,” writes Dr. Good, “in spite of all 
these lacks,—and they are real,—it is wonderful 
what a good knowledge of the language and a 
careful search will accomplish. In the case of 
objects absolutely foreign, and for which we 
cannot find some sort of an equivalent, we are 
forced to the employment of French words. 
But, in reality, the French words used in the 
translation of the Old Testament are re- 
markably few. It has been amazing how we 
have been able again and again to find some 
equivalent in the native language, when at first 
sight it seemed impossible. 

“The most difficult place in the entire Old 
Testament to translate in Bulu proved to be the 
passage describing the bases for the lavers in 
Solomon’s temple in 1 Kings 7: 27-37. More 
impossible words for a primitive language to 
attempt to express were found in this passage 
of ten verses than in any other passage of sim- 
ilar length. Imagine a savage African from his 
language furnishing equivalents for the follow- 
ing words, the very ideas of which are non- 
existent to him either in fact or fancy: bases, 
panels, pedestal, wreaths of hanging work, 
undersetters, capital, foursquare, axle-trees, 
felloes, naves, casting. It took three full days 
to translate these ten verses; yet somehow 
equivalents were found in the Bulu language; 
no French words were employed in this section, 
and the result conveys nearly as much informa- 
tion to the Bulu reader as does the same pas- 
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Dr. and Mrs. E. Coe Love explain the Bulu manu- 
script on arrival at the Bible House 


sage in English to the average English reader. 


“After all, there is always some way, and an 
intelligible way, to convey truth. One of the 
marvels of translation is that, in regard to 
spiritual truth no matter how profound, we have 
always found a way to express it. With careful 
search, a good native helper, a knowledge of the 
language, and the use of judgment in selection, 
no essential truth need be lost to the native 
mind. In a very few cases, a word may not 
carry its full content of meaning at first; but 
with usage and instruction, the content will 
develop in time. 

“I do not suppose anyone who has never 
engaged in translation work has any conception 
of the labor involved, or the time consumed, in 
preparing the translation of such a work as the 
Old Testament. In all probability, with the 
original handwriting of the translation at the 
desk, and the various recopyings that have been 
made through the years, owing to corrections 
made, it is safe to estimate that the entire Old 
Testament has been written over three or four 
times. But the sheer physical bulk of the Old 
Testament is tremendous. My native typist, 
working nearly every day, and at fair speed, 
took nine months of continuous work just to 
type the final copy of the manuscript, and this 
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did not include the Psalms and four other small 
books aggregating about twenty chapters. As 
to reading and rereading, every book has been 
read at least ten times carefully by myself and 
others, and probably more. Every time it was 
copied, it had to be proofread, comparing it 
word for word with that from which it was 
copied. 

“If time is thus required for the mere copy- 
ing, what shall we say about the time required 
for the original translation? Twenty-three 
years have passed from beginning to conclusion 
of this task. During the first years, work was 
done on it sporadically as opportunity offered, 
but, for the last fifteen years, it has been always 
with us. During these years, there has always 
been full missionary work to carry on, teaching 
in schools, the care of churches, both station 
and outpost, supervision of work of one kind 
or another, so that this by no means represents 
continuous time spent on translation. Only for 
about one year was the translator comparatively 
free for this specific task, so great is the pres- 
sure of work on the mission field. 

“Although many weary hours have been spent 
in this work; though a tropical climate has ever 
rendered long-continued effort at such a type 
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of work almost impossible; though the progress 
made has at times seemed so slow as to be seem- 
ingly negligible in comparison with the amount 
to be done, we have been enabled to persevere; 
finally to arrive at the end; to see the comple- 
tion of years of unremitting labor, and to turn 
over to the American Bible Society for print- 
ing, with the greatest sigh of relief in our lives, 
the completed manuscript of the Old Testament 
in the Bulu language. 

“God is good, that he has given us the privi- 
lege of translating his Word into one more of 
the many tongues of this world, and to bring to 
thousands the complete Word of God in their 
own language. The labor, the weariness, the 
heat, the hours, are alike forgotten in the joy 
of offering a gift on the altar of service in His 
Name.” 

* * * 

In order to save freight to Africa, plans were 
made for this Bible to be printed in England. 
Now it must go to Africa by way of New York. 
We ask our friends to pray for the safe arrival 
among the Bulus of this long-awaited book. A 
Bulu greeting to a stranger who comes to his 
village is “You have arrived!” May the Bulus 
soon greet their Book in this fashion. 


Sharecroppers and the Bible 


And a glance at some other groups of easily forgotten people whom the 
workers in the Society’s South Atlantic District are trying to remember 


By Dave A. Parker 


American Bible Society set itself the task 

of providing a Bible for every tenant farm 
family in the states of West Virginia, Virginia, 
and North Carolina. We knew there were a 
vast number of sharecroppers in the South, but 
we had no list, and knew of no such list. 

We did the next best thing and wrote to each 
county seat in our states, asking for a list of 
landowners having tenant farmers on their 
farms. Two days passed, and nothing happened. 
The third day the replies began to come in. In 
the thickly settled areas the number of land- 
owners having tenants was small. The first few 
replies brought in from twelve to thirty names 
per county. Then the lists began to grow. One 
hundred, 200, 500, 1,000, 2,500—it seemed in- 


Siam time ago the Richmond office of the 


credible that in one county there were over 4,000 
landowners having tenant farmers. Over four 
thousand sharecroppers in one county! 


Hastily we began to figure this up. Many of 
the counties had neither facilities nor time to 
furnish such a detailed list; but, at a rough 
estimate, there were more than 10,000 tenant 
farm families in one half of each of our states. 
Of this 10,000 we finally secured the names of 
2,000 landowners and their addresses. To each 
of these we wrote our appeal: 


We feel that you have a primary interest in this 
project. As a landowner, you are naturally interested 
in the welfare of your tenant families, and anxious to 
see that they are a credit to your farm and to the 


. 
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community. This project is not a magic solution to. 


the whole problem of tenant farming. However, ex- 
perience has proved the need of the Bible in that 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


Bedtime in a sharecropper’s shack 


final solution. The Bible throbs with that love of the 
soil which makes better farmers, fills life with dignity 
and stability, inspires ambition and courage, and chal- 
lenges every one to live up to the best within him. 

The vast majority of landowners will welcome this 
opportunity to express their interest in the spiritual 
welfare of their tenants. We hope many will send 
more than the 65 cents per Bible for their own ten- 
ants, in order to further this worthwhile project. 
However, if you honestly feel that you are not able 
to contribute even the 65 cents for the purchase of 
a Bible for your own worker, please give us the name 
or names of your tenants with addresses, and we will 
endeavor to provide for them up to the limit of the 
funds which may be provided for this project. 


Already the returns are coming in. The first 
day brought a contribution of ten dollars to- 
ward the project. The second day’s mail 
brought in requests for donations and orders 
for Bibles, together with additional small dona- 
tions. It is still too early to tell whether this 
plan will receive the support and cooperation 
which we feel it deserves; but the need is still 
there,—unmet. And it is a big need. If our 
present plan is instrumental in placing Bibles 
into the hands of those who need them, we will 
carry on with the other 8,000 landowners. If 
our present plan does not work, we have already 
charted other avenues to attain our goal. As 
long as this glaring need is there, we must keep 
constantly at the task, until those 10,000 fam- 
ilies, living mostly on a bare existence income, 
have at least that most valuable of all things— 
yet the least expensive—a Bible. 


Nor do we stop with sharecroppers as a class 
of people. In the South there are literally thou- 
sands of workers in textile mills, in coal mines 
in West Virginia, and in factories all over the 
states. These people need to have the Bible 
brought to them—and we are constantly trying 
to do just that. 
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We recently sent to every large textile mill 
in Virginia and North Carolina a letter request- 
ing that they place a Gospel of St. Luke in the 
Christmas basket given to each of their em- 
ployees. Those who give bonus checks are 
asked to “include the Gospel of St. Luke, con- 
taining the story of the first Christmas, from 
which the true spirit of giving comes”—the 
mills to pay the cost prices which the Bible 
Society asks for the Scriptures. 


Hospitals all over these states will give the 
Gospels of St. Luke to patients within their 
four walls on Christmas morning. The little 
booklets will be there to brighten up their 
Christmas day spent away from home and 
friends. Our letter to the hospitals states: 


We have a mental picture of a patient in your 
hospital receiving his Christmas Eve tray. Darkness 
has settled down over the land, and in a million homes 
people are happily decorating Christmas trees, laugh- 
ing, joking, playing—the spirit of Christmas pervades 
everything. Your patient will know the outside world 
is busy and happy in its celebration—and for just a 
moment he will be saddened. 

Neither of us can give your patient what he really 
wants. We cannot give him even what your hospital 
is giving him. But the American Bible Society does 
want to do something. We want to give your patient 
the story of the First Christmas by Dr. Luke. 


Not only at Christmas time, but every day 
throughout the year, the Post Office Depart- 


Ce 


Farm Security Administration sharecropper 
homestead 


ment is taking our “sample kits” far into the 
rural sections and deep into the big cities, to 
churches and to mission workers; meeting the 
needs of people for Scriptures at prices so low 
we are constantly asked, “How can you do it?” 
People are surprised at the activity behind the 
distribution, through this one office, of nearly 
a quarter of a million volumes of Scriptures a 
year. When they hear even a small part of the 
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story as it comes from this office, they remark, 
“We are amazed at the many different ways the 
Bible Society is using to get the Scriptures to 
the individual! Many thanks for the use of the 
sample kit. We will have a large number of 
orders for you in a few days.” 

These people see the Society clearly as a 
local project, and often forget its wider scope. 
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But all over the world, twenty-four hours a day, 
the wheels of the far-flung offices of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society turn. Here, in the Richmond 
office, are but a few cogs within the big wheel 
which says over and over, “Get the Bible to the 
individual . . . get the Bible to the individ- 
ual . . . get the Bible to the individual . 

get the Bible... .” 


How to Read the Bible 


This is the second of a series of articles on the use of the Bible which 
the American Bible Society is making available in leaflet form. 
Others will appear in later issues of the “Bible Society Record” 


By John Sutherland Bonnell 


world there is no book 
that has contributed so 

richly to the upbuilding of 
_ character and to the serenity 
and peace of the human spirit 
- as the Bible. It leads us to 
" God, and teaches us his will. 
Yet, few people know how to 
read this book. This is true 


L all the literature of the 


oe oe even of many professing 
i EEC Christians and church mem- 
bers. It has little real value for them. Usually 


they will not admit this. They feel that to do 
so would be a kind of sacrilege. If they were 
altogether frank, they would have to concede 
that they get very little help from the Bible, 
and that they do not read it regularly. 

One young woman, who is a church member, 
said to me recently, “I never read the Bible 
except when I am looking up a passage about 
which I have had an argument with someone.” 
A young man confessed that his mother, who is 
now dead, had urged him to read the Bible. “I 
honestly tried to read it,” he said, “but I 
couldn’t make anything of it. I keep it now,” 
he continued, “in the bottom of a bureau drawer. 
Maybe it helps some people, but it just doesn’t 
do a thing for me.” 

Others make a practice of reading exactly 
one chapter a day; but, if you press them to 
tell you what help they get from this reading, 
they are vague and uncertain. In the course of 
a conversation, a woman said to me, “The Bible 
is a wonderful book. I just wouldn’t dream of 


without getting a blessing from it. 


commencing the day without reading my chap- 
ter.” It was twelve o’clock noon when she said 
this. “Tell me,” I answered, “what did you get 


out of that chapter this morning? What lessons 


did you learn? What message did you get from 
God?” She replied, “One can’t read the Bible 
It is always 
instructing us.” “Yes, that is very true,” I said; 
“but would you mind telling me what particular 
instruction you got today?” She wasn’t able to 


recall anything from her reading, and confessed 


that that was true, not only on the day of our 


interview, but every day. She felt that she was 
accumulating merit by reading a chapter a day. 


It was the right thing to do she thought, alto- 
gether apart from whether or not she was 
helped by her reading. 

There are many reasons why one might read 
the Bible. 

I am concerned here, however, only with the | 
Bible as a practical guide to life. Here is a 
method for the daily reading of the Bible which | 
has proved itself of definite value to many 
people. 


First: Commence with a book of the Bible, 


. . . . 
and continue to read in small instalments in. 


that book until you have completed it. Then 


select another book, and read it through to the 


finish. In this way you will not miss any of the 
searching messages of God’s Word. For this 
purpose the Psalms and the New Testament will 
be found to be most helpful. 

Second: Keep on reading until you come to a 
verse that you can feel is God’s 
orders” 


“marching 


| 


: 


for you for the day. Don’t be afraid 
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to mark your Bible. Underline that verse, and 
let it search every area of your life. God’s 
Spirit will bring its truth to bear upon your 
heart and mind. Carry that verse with you 
through the day. It will be as a staff on your 
journey. In many a trying hour it will steady 
and inspire you. 

Third: Mark the place where you have fin- 
ished reading, and commence with the next 
verse the following day. It may be advisable 
for you to tarry on the one verse for several 
days or even a week until the full implication 
of its teaching has been brought to bear upon 
your life. You will find that, in many cases, 
you may have read ten verses or fifteen before 
coming to the one that you feel is God’s mes- 
sage for the day. On the other hand, you may 
only have read four or five verses, or, in more 
exceptional cases, only one. 

Fourth: Always preface your reading by a 
brief prayer that God’s Holy Spirit will bring 
the truth of his Word to bear upon your heart. 
As you open the Bible to read from the place 
where you have left off the previous day, ask 
yourself this question: “What is God’s message 
for me today?” Exclude from your mind every 
thought of the application of this message to 
other persons whom you know in your own 
home or among your business associates and 
friends. This is God’s message for you. The 
power of concentration and the ability to apply 
God’s message to your own life, and yours 
alone, will come slowly. It will increase with 
your growth in spiritual discipline. 

If you preserve your daily reading, you will 
be given messages that will meet the deepest 
needs of your life; that will send you forth to 
face the experiences of the day with head erect 
and a brave heart. I predict, too, that some- 
times you will be startled by what God will say 
to you in the morning. Out of the written Word 
He will speak directly to you, and will bring 
to your mind hidden faults and failings to 
which you have long been blind. 

Fifth: When you have allowed God’s mes- 
sage of the morning to search your heart, a 
prayer of thanksgiving for an accession of 
spiritual strength or a prayer of confession and 
penitence for your mistakes and failures will 
well up within you. Make every day a day of 
new beginnings and of fresh consecration to the 
service of God. Having sought and found God’s 
forgiveness for the wrongs of the past, turn 
your back resolutely on these failures, and face 
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the new life which, by the grace of God, is 
opening up before you. 

Sixth: Be sure to keep inviolate this period 
for the daily reading of the Bible. Before long 
it will begin to bear fruit. Many of the texts 
with which you begin the day will remain fixed 
in your memory, and they will be a source of 
strength and guidance to you just when you 
need them most. 

A business man said to me recently, “Some- 
times after waking in the morning I am almost 
appalled by the thought of all the duties and 
appointments that await me in the next eight or 
ten hours. Then I repeat to myself these texts 
of the Bible: ‘In quietness and confidence shall 
be my strength.’ “Thou wilt keep me in perfect 
peace, for my mind is stayed on Thee.’ It is 
astonishing,” he said, “how quickly the load is 
lifted when once I become aware of God’s pres- 
ence and God’s help. The strain and the tension 
go out of the day, and there wells up within me 
a feeling of serenity and peace.” 


Brooklyn Bible Society Centennial 


HE January Bible Society Record will carry 
the story of the centennial celebration of 
the Brooklyn (N. Y.) Bible Society, which was 
organized on December 5, 1840. No more fitting 
place could be chosen for the celebration than 
the famous Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims 
where Henry Ward Beecher and his notable 
successors have through the years proclaimed 
the gospel of Christ. On the exact anniversary, 
Thursday, December 5, 1940, there will be held 
at 6: 30 p.m. a banquet, at which responses will 
be given by representatives of the American 
Bible Society, the New York Bible Society, the 
Gideons, and the Pocket Testament League. 
On Sunday, December 8, which is also Univer- 
sal Bible Sunday, a great mass meeting will be 
held at three o’clock in the afternoon, at which, 
following an historical pageant, addresses will 
be made by the Hon. John Cashmore, borough 
president of Brooklyn, and former Governor 
William E. Sweet of Colorado, now moderator 
of the Congregational and Christian Churches. 
Readers of the Record living in the neighbor- 
hood of Brooklyn are cordially invited to attend 
the Sunday meeting. Those desiring to attend 
the banquet on Thursday should make their 
reservations not later than December 4 by call- 
ing the Brooklyn Bible Society, Rev. Frederick 
Lewis, banquet chairman, Triangle 5-5610. 
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Hungary Celebrates 


Southeastern Europe is not war news. 

Here is an item that will interest and en- 
courage every Bible lover. On January 14 this 
year the John Calvin Association and the Cal- 
vin Society of Hungary organized jointly a 
nation-wide conference in the Reformed Church 
Theological College at Budapest. At this meet- 
ing there was held a celebration of the three 
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the transla- 
tion of the whole Bible by Gaspar Karoli at 
Vizsoly in 1590. Two enormous copies of the 
first edition of the Karoli Bible were on the 
platform. In his opening address Dr. Eugene 
Sebestyén, president of the John Calvin Asso- 
ciation and professor in the theological semi- 
nary, said: 


\": news that comes from Central and 


We are not here to praise a man, but to recall to 
mind one of the greatest wonders God has done for 
the Hungarian people. This year is Gaspar Karoli 
year, and this meeting is the first mention that has 
been made of that great blessing, which was the work 
of Karoli, with which God enriched the life of Hun- 
gary. 


Gaspar Karoli has been called the “Tyndale 
of Hungary” because of his skill and courage in 
carrying to completion the first complete Hun- 
garian Bible. That Karoli did not have to suf- 
fer martyrdom as Tyndale did, but lived to see 
his Bible in largest usefulness in his own nation 
as Luther did in Germany, was due solely to 
the armed protection of powerful magnates, 
Rakoczi Bathori and others, who also defrayed 
the expenses of its publication. 

The Karoli translation has been revised and 
reissued more than one hundred times in the 
three centuries and a half since its appearance, 
and has played a role in Hungary not unlike that 
of Luther’s Bible in Germany. At the time of 
the tercentenary fifty years ago, a statue of the 
beloved translator was unveiled in the little 
town of Gonc where he was pastor. A thorough 
revision was also instituted at that time, and the 
work of the committee then appointed and of 
their successors has given to Hungary a Bible 
that blends the best of Karoli’s version with the 
results of Biblical research in the original texts, 
and the gradual changes in the language down 
to the present time. 

In the closing address of the anniversary 


occasion, Bishop Ravasz made these most sig- 
nificant observations: 

The revolutionary factor in Protestantism was the 
giving of the Holy Scriptures in their mother tongue 
to every people, to be the rule and norm of their life. 
It is a miracle in the history of civilization that one 
single book appeared in a thousand languages—some- 
thing that has no parallel anywhere in the world. Dur- 
ing the last two thousand years in how many million 
church services, Bible classes, private times of devo- 
tion, has the Holy Scriptures been a constantly renew- 
ing “injection,” giving the thought of salvation and 
life? Nothing in the world has so influenced human 
culture as this peculiar little book which we call the 
“Holy Scriptures.” 


Bible Distribution in the 
Philippines 

ARLIER this year a six-day conference on 

missionary work in the Philippine Islands 
was held in Washington, D. C. Among the sub- 
jects discussed were evangelism, the needs of 
neglected rural areas, medical work, Christian 
education, work with women, and the dissemina- 
tion of Christian literature. We quote two para- 
graphs from the voluminous report of the find- 
ings of this important conference: 

“The work of the American Bible Society has 
been of the highest order, and the missions 
could not have accomplished what they have 
done, had it not been for the missionary zeal 
and the spirit of cooperation of this Society. 
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Distributing from an American Bible Society truck 
in the Philippines 


Its work has been fundamental and most neces- 
sary. Weare too likely to take for granted this 


contribution, and not recognize how vitally im-_ 
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portant it has been. The American Bible Society 
has been and continues to be a missionary 
society. 


“The whole program has been handicapped, 
because the distribution has too often been left 
in the hands of untrained distributors. The 
adequate preparation of a sufficient number of 
agents is a tremendous task. The American 
Bible Society has faced this question more 
seriously than any other group in the Philip- 
pine Federation, and has developed a few very 
capable full-time agents or colporteurs. It has 
made a gesture toward training others by issu- 
ing a manual on Bible salesmanship. It will be 
necessary for all cooperating groups to develop 
a keener sense of the importance of literature 
distribution, and of the necessity of emphasiz- 
ing the call for young people to enter such a 


vocation.” 
e © 


Joseph John of India Reports 


OR many years the American Bible Society 

has made a modest donation toward the 
Scripture needs of the Arcot Mission of the 
Reformed Church in America located in South 
India. Rev. B. Rottschaefer, the treasurer of 
the mission, recently forwarded to the Bible 
House a report of Rev. Joseph John, one of the 
native pastors, whose determined attempt to get 
the Bible into every home and insure the read- 
ing of every Bible is being crowned with marked 
success. The mission is endeavoring to have 
every one of its pastors follow the example of 
Rev. Joseph John, whose report to the mission 
follows substantially as it was submitted: 


1. Bible-reading Campaign: This is an annual affair 
connected with the boys’ camp. Boys are carefully 
chosen from some of the leading villages, and we 
usually spend a week or ten days in one of our own 
villages. We usually spend the morning and noon 
hours for work within our own group, and the evening 
hours are spent with the villagers in smaller groups. 
The main theme of the conversation will be to intro- 
duce a love for the Scriptures. The boys give expres- 
sions to what they have learned in the morning and 
the noon hours. We carry on a literacy campaign as a 
first step for enabling our villagers to read the Bible. 

2. We choose two or three of our future leaders in 
each village. The teachers spend time with them. 
They begin to read the Bible, and in course of time 
they are able to teach others. Success here is limited, 
but guaranteed. 

3. A new village became Christian. We are carrying 
on an intensive work among them. Our motto is “In 
each and every home a Bible,” before we have the 
dedication of the church which is being built there. 
Night school is regularly conducted, and we hope to 
achieve some definite result. 
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Village preacher—Arcot Mission, 
India 


4. Old people are taught to read. They have greater 
leisure time. It is a difficult task to teach them, and 
to get them interested in the work of teaching others. 
Work along this line is only started. 


5. The Bibles are supplied at a very reduced rate, 
and Dr. Rottschaefer has been helping us to a very 
great extent by his unstinted support for this work. 
We are, as a pastorate, grateful to him. 


Listen In 


HE Bible will be mentioned on the air on Uni- 

versal Bible Sunday more widely this year than 
ever. Our readers will probably be surprised and 
delighted at some of the places where it is recognized 
by special references and announcements. Again, as 
last year, on Bible Sunday, December 8, Senator 
James J. Davis of Pennsylvania will be heard over the 
Columbia chain at 9:15 a.m. EST. Immediately fol- 
lowing, at 9:30 a.m. EST, over the same chain the 
popular “Wings over Jordan” program will present 
Rev. Dr. V. C. Hodges, the Society’s newly elected 
Division Secretary of the Haven Agency for work 
among Colored People. As we go to press, negotia- 
tions are pending for network broadcasts over the 
National and Mutual chains. Arrangements are being 
made as in former years for scores of local broad- 
casts made by friends of the Society. As soon as you 
read this item, call your local station for the time 
of the program in your locality, and watch the sched- 
ule for Sunday, December 8, for the hours of the 
network programs. 
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(Continued from page 154) 


short story about Mrs. H. J. Purser, of Dallas, 
Texas, who, in spite of her blindness, was 
spreading sunshine in her community. A sub- 
scriber in Michigan sent a gift of one dollar to 
Mrs. Purser through the editors of the Record. 
Mrs. Purser’s response is worthy of the reading 
of all who believe in the power of faith and a 
good life. She writes: 


I received the copy of the Bible Society Record 
which contained my picture and comments. I also 
received the letter containing one dollar from the 
unknown friend in Grand Rapids, Michigan. I am so 
grateful to the Society for your interest in me. I can 
never thank you enough. I get so much comfort and 
consolation from reading my Bible. When I received 
your letter containing the dollar from the friend in 
Michigan, I could not keep the tears back. I know it 
was in answer to my prayers; for God works in 
mysterious ways his wonders to perform. 

I must tell you how God answered prayer in our 
behalf. My husband came home from the hospital, 
but is almost an invalid; my son lost his job on 
account of illness, and finally had to go to the hospital. 
I was desperately ill for two months; but through 
it all I kept saying ‘‘all things work together for good 
to them that love the Lord.” And I held fast to 
God’s promise: “Trust in the Lord, and do good; so 
shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 
be fed.” 

On the day I received your letter and dollar, my 
son went to work on a good job; my husband received 
two dollars more on his pension check, and I went to 
work at the Lighthouse for the Blind, sewing pillow 
cases. No one but God could have brought it all about 
in one day. Give my thanks to the unknown friend 
in Michigan. 


Bible Ban in S pain 


The news has come that the Scriptures in the 
depository of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society in Madrid, Spain, have been confiscated 
by the Spanish Government and removed from 
the office. Negotiations for the return of the 
Scriptures have proved hopeless. 


Meeting the Emergency in France 


The British and Foreign Bible Society seems 
to be restricted also by the war conditions from 
carrying on work in France. The “Emergency 
Fund” of the American Bible Society has 
already sent from the United States to the 
French evangelical forces in France 5,100 New 
Testaments and 5,700 Gospels. In addition to 
these, 5,000 New Testaments have been printed 
at the Society’s expense in Geneva, chiefly for 
French refugees, war prisoners, and churches. 
There will be further urgent appeals, which the 
Society will hope to meet. 
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Testaments for the National Guard 


Chaplain C. C. Neslen of the 145th Field 
Artillery, Utah National Guard, writes most 
appreciatively, in behalf of his men to whom 
the Society granted a supply of New Testa- 
ments, as follows: 


I was with my boys for the three weeks, traveling 
for some ninety hours, living with them in camp and 
in the woods where the maneuver was held. 

I distributed the New Testaments and I am happy 
to report that they were very, very much appreciated. 
The boys relished the New Testament. I had only 
given out a score or so before it was rumored in the 
regiment that they were available, and then the men 
came to me asking for the book. They wanted them 
autographed; they read them and they agreed to re- 
read them when they returned to their home stations. 


No Contests—No Prizes—Careful Reading 


Miss Virginia M. Cosby, writing from the 
Catawba Sanatorium, Virginia, to the office of 
the South Atlantic District, reports: 


You will rejoice with us over the blessing upon 
our monthly reports of chapters read by our Bible 
readers. For nearly three years we have encouraged 
daily Bible reading by supplying (loaned) Scriptures 
to all patients who have none, urging that a memo- 
randum be kept of the reading of at least one chapter 
a day, carefully taking up reports from each individual, 
adding these for each ward or pavilion, and reading 
the list of these reports every first Sunday at Sunday 
school. No contests are held, no prizes offered, care- 
ful reading is urged rather than great numbers of 
chapters: the result has been from eight to twelve 
thousand chapters reported from month to month. 
Twenty have received baptism here this year; but 
much “flu” and other sicknesses—in addition to tuber- 
culosis—have hindered the work. We feel that you 
are heartily interested in this sick group; that is why 
I venture to take up your time with this brief outline 
of “extra” activities. 


A Christmas Suggestion 


How easy it is to forget, in the midst of our 
Christmas remembrances, the great central fact 
of the gift of Christ. Have you thought of giv- 
ing a Bible or a Testament? Or, in the place 
of a greeting card, a Bible bookmark. The 
Society is furnishing this year, for Christmas 
distribution, a heavy silk bookmark in either 
white or gold, with “Where to look in the 
Bible” references. It is especially appropriate 
as a remembrance from Sunday-school teachers 
to their pupils. The price is only five cents, 
postpaid. The Society also offers all of its em- 
bossed volumes of the Scriptures for the blind 
at an exceptionally low price. All orders should 
be sent to the Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York City. 
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HE American Bible Society 

has just brought from the 
press a New Testament especial- 
ly designed for Bible students 
and Sunday-school teachers. It 
is a loose-leaf, extra-wide-mar- 
gin text in clear, bold type, sell- 
ing for $2.00, postage extra 
(25c). The price does not in- 
clude a binder. The sheets are 
punched to fit a_ standard 
81x11” three-ring binder of 
one-inch rings. One theological 


seminary professor writes thus: 


It is just what our students need, 
and so thinks everyone who has 
seen it. I am especially grateful 
to you for keeping the price so low. 
I believe preachers and Sunday- 
school teachers and others will want 
it,—only to see it is to desire it! 
You have made a real contribution 
to the material for teaching the 
Bible. 

9 o 


November Meeting of the 
Board 


HE seventh stated meeting of 

the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and twenty-fifth year was 
held at the Bible House, Park Ave- 
nue and 57th Street, New York, on 
Thursday, November 7, 1940, at 
3: 30 p.m., President Manson in the 
chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Secretary North. 

The minutes of the sixth stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

The following memorial minute 
was adopted: 


Frank James Harwood 


By the death of Mr. Frank James 
Harwood on August 19, 1940, in his 
eight-fifth year, the Society lost one 
of its Vice Presidents. He was a 
resident of Appleton, Wisconsin, 
since 1876, when he entered the 
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woolen manufacturing business, 
later becoming president and gen- 
eral manager of the Appleton Wool- 
en Mills. An outstanding Christian 
layman, he was deeply interested in 
the welfare of his fellowmen, being 
an active leader in many civic or- 
ganizations. A member of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the National 
Council of the Congregational and 
Christian Churches, he was elected 
moderator for the period 1926-1927. 
For over forty years he served as 
Sunday-school superintendent, and 
was a member of the state board of 
the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion and president of the local as- 
sociation of Appleton for sixteen 
years. He was elected a Vice Pres- 
ident of the American Bible Society 
in 1927, contributing regularly to 
its world-wide work. 

To his family, the Board would 
express its sympathy in their loss, 
and joy in his rich and fruitful life. 


The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented and 
approved, and their recommenda- 
tions adopted. 

The Reverend Robert T. Taylor, 
D.D., was appointed District Secre- 
tary of the Northwestern District, 
to take office on or about January 1, 
1941. 

The Ulster County Bible Society 
of New York was reinstated as an 
active auxiliary of the American 
Bible Society. 

Report No. 1 on “What the Bible 
Society is doing in the war emer- 
gency” was presented to the Board. 
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Thailand Agency: Distributing Scriptures 
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Tus peace of mind which comes from 
a regular income and provision for the 
future may add years to your life. Figures 
prove that owners of annuities live longer 
than the average person. 


As a holder of an Annuity Agreement of the 
American Bible Society you receive a check at 
stated intervals, regardless of disturbing or per- 
plexing world conditions. 


Such checks have 
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throughout the world. 


@ Annuity contracts would make fine 

Christmas presents for loved ones. The 

checks would be regular reminders of 
your generous Christmas thought. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


© May we send you “A 
| Gift That Lives,” a little 
| booklet that explains the 
| plan and how you may en- 
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